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4 Artempis to Dacipher the Fie-
roglyphics an the Stone—Evidence Thal
America Was Diseoversd by the Fhes-
nicians 800 Years Ago

The vixit of & number of Boston savants,
armed with kodaks and ponderous wvol-
umes oan archeulogy, to Dayton, Mass,
has again directed attention to the famons
Writing Rock, & relic which has possled
philosophers since the oarliest days of
American hahitation. Thacelebontod Writ-
ing Rock is sitnated on Tiunton river, &
stream associated with many an Indlan
fition =l event of colonlal history.
ie of the most marked evidences
1o ooust of New England was visited
tefire the comr
the Pil-
ares wi "‘ "u-tnn,g[a ar
River and the ol! stonm tower
st Newport the interest of studenty of the
tl‘ distant past
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| the cnast of Masss, hetfire the Pii-
grims ever ssw the wi ore al Plym-

1 bent their knnﬂtn warship apon
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nz Rock is one of the strongest
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of the ov
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tions sre well of an
insnlntod mass of Hoe graiued granite lving
on the sands of the river a few feet above
low water mark, bnt covered with water
| st each flow of the tide. 1t in 11 feet long
and sbout 5 Blgh. On the water side 1t
presenita an inclined plane surface, the face
of = I, 11 feet by 5 seems to have beem
orizivally covered with Iuscriptions and
loscriptic are hiero-

presetyesd

The s

Fivphie (n charnctor, and as the rock s
very hard those that riss above low water
mark can have undergone but little change

fromi the action of the elementa

The rock was notleed by the Pllgrima
bat recelved only & little attestion from
historians nntil 1554, whea thers was foand
in the melghboring town of Fall Riveras
mo=t remarkable relic, one that bhas not
yet ceased to be carefully studied.  Indiy
giug dirwn a hill & mass of rock fell off
and disclosed a buman skall, which waa
founid to belong toa bady buried ln & st
ting prsture and snvelope! with bark

This suvelope was removed, and the e
torlshies] workmen forind that the akelston
was incased In brass armor. The helmet
which covered tha trank was thirteen
es by #ix Inches and about one«ighth
inch In thickuess. It was evidently east
in a furnace and bore marks of skilled
warkmanship. It was very stmilar to that
deseribed by Homer s baving been worn
by Heetor in the immortal battle and siege
of Troy.
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What was more remarkable about the
armor was that it seemed to have no con
pertion with the armorial customs and
purterus of Northern ur FEastern Europe
nor with auy recent data Helow the
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